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February 26. 1915 



PLAGUE-rREVENTION WORK. 



CALIFORNIA. 



The following report of plague-prevention work in California for 
the week ended February 6, 1915, has been received from Passed 
Asst. Surg. Hurley, of the United States Public Health Service, in 
temporary charge of the work: 



San Francisco, Cal. 
bat proofing, eat peoofing— continued. 

Old buildings— Continued. 

Cubic feet new loundation walls in- 
stalled 

Concrete floors installed (32,047 square 

feet) S7 

Basements concreted (11,705 square feet) 15 
Yards and passageways, etc., concreted 

(10.010 square feet) : 51 

Total area concrete laid ...square feet.. 54,422 
Floors rat proofed with wire cloth (6,427 

square feet) 6 

Buildings razed 20 

New garbage cans stamped approved 454 

Nuisances abated 323 



New buildings: 

Inspeccions of work under construction. 

Basements concreted (47,760 square feet) 

Floors concreted (4,860 squan feet) 

Yards, passageways, etc. (18,481 squara 
feet) 

Total area of concrete laid.. square feet.. 71,107 
Class A, B, and C (fireproof) buildings: 

Inspections made 

Roof and basement ventilators, etc., 
screened 

Wire screening used square feet.. 

Openings around pipes, etc., closed with 
cement 7,638 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 2, 800 

Old buildings: 

Inspections made 428 

Wooden floors removed 43 

Yards and passageways, planking re- 
moved 11 



324 
40 
13 

110 



254 



1,965 
9,400 



0,887 



OPERATIONS ON THE WATER FRONT. 

Vessels inspected for rat guards 

Rcinspcctions made on vessels 

New rat guards procured 

Defective rat guards repaired 

Vessels on which cago was inspected 



25 

41 
10 
9 
2 



Condition. 



Rat evi- 
dence. 



Steamers Governor and Congress from Feattle: 

230 cases milk, salmon, apples, and household goods. 

800 sacks flcur, bran, beans, corn, etc 

50 tubs cheese 



O. K.. 

O. K. 



O. K.. 



None. 
None. 
None. 



Rats trapped on wharves and water front 

Rats trapped on vessels 

Traps set on wharves and water front 

Traps set on vessels 

Vessels trapped on 

Poisons placed on waterfront (pieces) 

Bait used on water front and vessels, bacon (pounds) 

Amount of bread used in poisoning water front (loaves). 
Number of pounds of poison used on waterfront 



RATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOR PLAGUE. 

Collected 277 

F.xamined 231 

Found infected 



RATS IDENTIFIED. 



Mus norvegicus 

Mus rattus 

Mils alexandrinus., 
Mus musculus 



24 
14 

221 

to 

10 

3,300 



11 

a 

... 132 

... 53 

... 65 

... 27 



Squirrels collected and examined for plague. 



Contra Costa County. 
Found infected 



Ranches inspected and hunted over. 



Contra Costa County. 
San Benito County... 



None. 



14 

4 



Total.. 



February 20, 1015 
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Record of plague infection. 



Places in California. 



Cities: 

San Francisco 

Oakland 

Berkeley 

Los Angeles 

Counties: 

Alameda (exclusive of Oakland 
and Berkeley). 

Centra Costa 

Fresno 

Merced 

Monterey 

San Ben'it o 

San Joaquin 

San Luis Obispo 

Santa Clara 

Santa Cruz 

Stanislaus 



Date of last 

ease of liuman 

plague. 



Jan. 30,1908 
Aug. 9,1911 
Aug. 28,1907 
Aug. 11,1908 

Sept. 24, 1909 

Mav 17,1914 

(') 

C) 

(•) 
June 4, 1913 
Sept. 18,1911 

0) 
Aug. 31,1910 

(>) 

w 



Date of last 

case of rat 

plague. 



Oct. 23,1908 

Dec. 1, 1908 

0) 

(') 

Oct. 17,1909: 

(') 

(') 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(') 



Date of last 
case of squir- 
rel plague. 



(') 

(') 

(') 

Aug. 21,1908 

Aug. 7,1914 



Oct. 
Oct. 
July 
Apr. 
Sept. 
Aug. 
Jan. 
July 
.: ,. 
June 



23, 1914 
27,1911 
12. 1911 
10,1914 
26, 1914 
26, 1911 
29, 1910 
23,1913 
17,1910 
2, 1911 



Total number ro- 
dents found in- 
fected since May, 
1907. 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 

(1) - ■ , 
1 squirrel. 

2S6 squirrels; 
1 wood rat. 
1 ,565 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 

5 squirrels. 

6 squirrels. 
36 squirrels. 
18 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 
25 squirrels. 
3 squirrels. 
13 squirrels. 



1 None. 



•■ Wood rat. 



The work is being carried on in tlie following-named counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Merced, San Joaquin, Santa Cruz, Stanislaus, San Benito, Santa 
Olara, and San Mateo. 

LOUISIANA— NEW ORLEANS. 

The following report of plague-prevention work at New Orleans 
for the week ended February 13, 1915, has been received from Surg. 
Corput, of the United States Public Health Service, in charge of the 
work: 



1025 



120 



101 

35 



OUTGOING QUARANTINE. 

Vessels fumigated with sulphur 41 

Vessels fumigated with carbon monoxide. . 24 
Vessels fumigated with hydrocyanic gas . . . 1 

Pounds cf sulphur used 6, 425 

Coke consumed in carbon monoxide fumi- 
gation (pounds) 42, 200 

Pounds of potassium cyanide used in hydro- 
cyanic gas fumigation 

Pounds of sodium carbonate used in hydro- 
cyanic gas fumigation 

Pounds of sulphuric acid used in hydro- 
cyanic gas fumigation 

Clean bills of hea! th issued 

Foul bills of health issued 5 

OVERLAND FREIGHT INSPECTION. 

Cars inspected (found in good order; per- 
mitted to load) 1 , 852 

Cars ordered repaired before loading 1,344 

Total cars inspected 3, 196 

DESTINATION AND NUMBER OF RAILROAD CARS IN- 
SPECTED FOR "WEEK ENDED FEBRUARY 13. 

Alabama 115 

A rizona 6 

A rkansas 28 

California 15 

Carolina, North 1 

Carolina, South 4 



DESTINATION AND NUMBER OF RAILROAD CARS IN- 
SPECTED FOR WEEK ENDED FEBRUARY 13— CDntd, 

Colorado S 

Florida 25 

Georgia 43 

Illinois 173 

Indiana 37 

Iowa 8 

Kansas 2 

Kentucky 15 

Louisiana 939 

Maryland 1 

Massachusetts 2 

Michigan 5 

Minnesota 7 

Mississippi 369 

45 

1 



Missouri... 
Montana... 
Nebraska.. 
New York. . 
Ohio 



20 

91 

Oklahoma 5 

Pennsylvania 16 

Tennessee 53 

Texas 183 

Utah 33 

Virginia 1 

Wisconsin 10 

Wyoming 1 

Canada 1 
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February 26, 1915 



FIELD OPERATIONS. 

Number of rats trapped 7,825 

Number ol premises inspected 10, 579 

Notices served 2, 122 

BUILDINGS BAT PROOFED. 

Byelevation 197 

By marginal concrete wall 220 

By concrete floor and wall 3 v 3 

By minor repairs 275 

Square yards of concrete laid 15,70) 

Total buildings rat proofed 1,075 

Total buildings ratproofed to date 21,3.6 



buildings rat proofed— continued. 

Number of abatements 261 

Number of abatements to date 19, 051 

LABORATORY OPERATIONS. 

Rodents examined 3,923 

Mils norvegieus 1, 659 

Musrattus 100 

Mus alexandrinus 185 

Mus museums 4, 441 

i. nclassified 1, 423 

lutrid S3 

Total rodents received at laboratory 7, 813 

1 t:mber of suspicious rati 13 

Plague rats confirmed 1 



Rodent eases. 



Case 
No. 


Address. 


Captured. 


Diagnosis con- 
firmed. 


Treatment of premises. 


229 


Sixth Street Dock 


Feb. 1, 1915 


Feb. 11,1915 


Intensive trapping. 









Last case of human plague Oct. 4, 1914. 

Last case of rodent plague Feb. 1 1 , 1915. 

Total numl er of rodents captured to Feb. 13 264, 9CS 

Total number of rodents examined to Feb. 13 208,557 

Total cases of rodent plague to Feb. 13, by species: 

Mus museums 

Mus rattus 15 

Mus alexandrinus , 9 

Mus norvegicus 201 

Total rodent cases to Feb. 13 229 



WASHINGTON— SEATTLE. 



The following report of plague-prevention work at Seattle for the 
week ended February 6, 1915, has been received from Surg. Lloyd, 
of the United States Public Health Service, in charge of the work: 



RAT proofing. 

New buildings inspected 56 

Basements concreted, now buildings (42,280 

square feet) 11 

Floors concreted, now buildings (19,200 

square feet) 17 

Yards, etc., concreted, new structures (1,50) 

square foot) 6 

Sidewalks concreted (square feet) 35, 460 

Total concrete laid, new structures (square 

feet) 98,440 

New buildings elevated 9 

Now premises rat proofed, concrete 28 

Old buildings inspected 3 

Premises rat proofed, concrete, old buildings. 1 

Floors concreted, old buildings (squaro feet). 750 

Wooden floors removed, old buildings 1 

Copies rat-proofing ordinance sent 24 

Buildings razed 2 

WATER FRONT. 

Vessels inspected and histories recorded 10 

Vessels fumigated None 



water front— continued. 

New rat guards installed 16 

Defective rat guards repaired 12 

Canai Zone certificates issued 2 

Port sanitary statements issued 43 

LABORATORY AND RODENT OPERATIONS 

Dead rodents received 29 

Rodents trapped and killed 382 

Total 411 

Rodents examined for plague infection 330 

Rodents proven plague infected Nona 

Poison distributed (pounds) 16 

CLASSIFICATION OF RODENTS. 

Mus rattus io 

Mus alexandrinus 65 

Mus norvegicus 285 

Mus museums 51 



February 20, 101.1 
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The usual day and night patrol was maintained to enforce rat guarding and fending. 

Rodents examined in Bellingham. 

Mus norvegicus trapped 20 

Mus norvegicus found dead 3 

Mus alexandrinns trapped 5 

Mus rattus trapped 2 

Mus musculus trapped 3 

Total 39 

Rodents examined for plague infection 35 

Rodents found plague infected 

HAWAII. 

The following reports of plague-prevention work in Hawaii have 
been received from Surg. Trotter, of the United States Public Health 
Service: 

Honolulu. 

WEEK ENDED JAN. 23, 1915. 



Total rats and mongoose taken £03 

Hats trapped 502 

Mongoose trapped 

Examined microscopically 420 

Showing plague infection 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 225 



Classification of rats trapped— Contiuued. 

Mus musculus 103 

Mus norvegicus 72 

Mus rattus 42 

Average number of traps set dai ly 1 , 085 

Cost per rat destroyed 15} cents. 



WEEK ENDED JAN. 30, 1915. 



Total rats and mongoose taken 470 

Rats trapped 461 

Mongoose trapped 9 

Examined microscopically 409 

Showing plague infeetion 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 

Mus musculus 

Mus norvegicus 

Mus rattus 





J3S 

141 

40 

41 



Average number of traps set daily 1 , OSS 

Cost per rat destroyed 1 7 J cents. 

Last case rat plague, Aica, 9 miles from Honolulu. 

Apr. 12, 1910. 
Last case human plague, Honolulu, July 12, 1910. 
Last case rat plague Kalopa stable, Paauhau, 

Hawaii, Aug. 29, 1914. 
Last case human plague, Paauhau Landing,Hawaii, 

Aug. 17, 1914. 



Hilo. 

WEEK ENDED JAN. 16, 1915. 



Rats and mongoose taken 2,230 

Rats trapped 2,179 

Eats found dead 13 

Mongoose taken 44 

Rats and monsoose examined microscopic- 

2,236 



ally. 



Rats and mongoose plague infected 

Classification of rats trapped and found dead: 

Mus norvegicus 4C3 



Classification of rats trapped and found dead- 
Continued. 

Mus alexandrinus 3 19 

Mus rattus 664 

Mus musculus 716 

Last case of rat plague, Paauhau Sugar Co., Aug. 29, 

1914. 
Last case of human plague, Paauhau Sugar Co., 
Aug. 16, 1914. 



